Some unsung heroes get
their flowers at this
year’s Roxbury Film
Festival

The longtime local film festival continues to feature

works by, for, and about people of color

By Odie Henderson Globe Staff,Updated June 11, 2026, 31 minutes ago

1972: West Ham United's Clyde Best in action during the fourth round FA Cup match against
Hereford. Non-league Hereford had beaten First Division Newcastle in the third round, and much


https://www.bostonglobe.com/about/staff-list/staff/odie-henderson/

interest was focussed on the match against West Ham. Hereford managed to hold West Ham 0-0
at home, but lost in the replay. (Photo by Jackson/Express/Getty Images)Jackson/Express/Getty
Images

The Roxbury International Film Festival runs from June 18-26; its online
component runs June 26-July 2. If you haven’t been to the largest New
England film festival that celebrates films made by, for and about people of

color, you should remedy that by checking out this year’s offerings.

This may be the only festival I've been to that held daily script reads of
unproduced films, and nightly get-togethers with the filmmakers whose
shorts and features were festival selections. These opportunities for
audiences to discuss what they’ve seen also benefit local businesses in the

area.

There are so many options to choose from that it behooves you to take a look
at the offerings, which include free and ticketed screenings as well as events
focusing on filmmaking and discussions. The films will play at several local

venues in the Boston area.

RoxFilm opens with the documentary “Transforming the Beautiful Game:
The Clyde Best Story,” which tells the story of “the Jackie Robinson of
English football.” Filmmaker Dan Egan and former West Ham footballer
Ade Coker will be in attendance alongside the film’s narrator, Roxbury

native, Tony D. Head, and the film’s legendary subject, Clyde Best.


https://www.roxfilmfest.com/films-and-events
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Danielle Brooks and Bodhi Jordan Dell appear in "If | Go Will They Miss Me," by Walter
Thompson-Hernandez.Michael Fernandez

The festival closes with two films, Leon Hendrix III’s love story
“Montmartre,” and Walter Thompson-Hernandez’s narrative feature, “If I
Go Will They Miss Me.” The latter, a Sundance Festival selection, mixes
myth and reality as seen through the eyes of its 12-year old protagonist, Lil
Ant. Oscar nominee Danielle Brooks (“The Color Purple”, “Peacemaker”)
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co-stars with “P-Valley™’s J. Alphonse Nicholson.

If you're into short films, this festival is full of packages that showcase the
work of people from all around the world. Shorts also often accompany
feature films at screenings. One particular short that caught my eye was
Abby Ginzberg’s 2025 film, “She Dared to Dream: Ayanna Pressley,” which
is getting a free neighborhood screening at Dorchester’s Just Book-ish

bookstore.
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Ito Aghayere and Jesse Williams in "Montmartre."Courtesy

Another aspect I admire about Rox Film is their inclusion of films that
reveal the often untold real-life histories of people of color. A film that fits
that description is “LIMITLESS: The Dr. Chester Pierce Story.” Gloria
Respress-Churchwell’s documentary tells the story of a man who, according
to the festival description, was the “first African American to play
intercollegiate football against a white team in a former Confederate state.”
He also assisted NASA with selecting astronauts. I’d never heard of Pierce

until I read the film’s synopsis.



I'd also never heard of Clyde Best, and I'm a little ashamed of that
considering I watched NASL soccer games as a little kid, and was a fan of the
New York Cosmos player, Pelé, the soccer legend who once scored two goals
in a game where his opponent, Best, also scored two goals. When Best came
to America in 1975 to play for the Tampa Bay Rowdies, his playing career

lasted into my teens. And yet, I'd never heard of him.

So, I'm glad I was able to watch “Transforming the Beautiful Game: The
Clyde Best Story.” It’s an informative documentary that’s well worth your
time. It traces Best’s story from his early days in Bermuda being coached by
a man nicknamed “Icewater,” through his time as a champion in England,
where he became the first Black player at West Ham United, to his current
role as a mentor and inspiration for other players, especially players of color.
The talking heads include members of the Best family, his former
teammates, and soccer historians. Though it’s an uplifting film, it does not

sugarcoat the racism that continues to this day in the sport.

I also had the privilege to speak with the film’s director, Milton’s own Dan
Egan, and the legendary subject of his film, Clyde Best. There are several

unexpected New England ties to their story.

A center midfielder himself, Egan played with Best’s nephew Jerry at a New
England prep school. “Bridgton Academy is the only one year all boys prep
school in the country,” Egan told me. “It’s a school for wayward jocks in

North Bridgton, Maine.” He and center forward Jerry were a great one-two



combination. “We were state champions in the fall of 1982,” he said. “We

beat everybody.”

As a sailor who frequented Bermuda, Egan remained friends with the Best
family for decades. The idea for “Transforming the Beautiful Game” came
after he was working on the 2017 America’s Cup sailboat race, which was
being held in Bermuda that year. After talking with Jerry and Clyde about

the idea of doing a film, Egan discovered how connected this world can be.

“I called up our Bridgton coach from 1983 and told him I was hanging out
with Jerry and Clyde,” Egan said. “He gave me the number of a guy named
Dennis, who was in Bermuda. I cold call him. Turns out he’s the Speaker of
the House in Parliament. And he went to Bridgton in 1976!” But the
Bridgton ties didn’t end there. “So the speaker gets the Minister of Sport on

the line. Turns out he went to Bridgton in 1988.”

“What are the chances?” Egan asked. “It felt like [making the movie] was
just meant to be. That’s why the film is so much about mentorship. The fact
that my school classmate and I did this decades later — it shows the power

of team and sport.”

“You know, those two came up with the idea for this movie,” Clyde Best told

me, “and I just went along with the program.”

Clyde Best’s story also sounds stranger than fiction. At 17, he left Bermuda

to play for the West Ham United football team in London. He was one of the



first Black players in England, and the first for West Ham. The “Jackie
Robinson of English football” nickname is catchy, but Robinson was 28
when he broke baseball’s color barrier. Best showed a lot of maturity for a
17-year old stepping into a country alone and facing an incredible amount of

racism.

In fact, when he got to London, no one from the club was there to meet him.
A stranger guided him to the home of Clive Charles. As the future coach of
several NCAA champions, Charles is more well known here in the U.S. than

Best is. The two men became teammates and lifelong friends.

“They’re a fantastic family,” Best said about Charles and his kin. “Without
them, things probably wouldn’t have worked out for me. His mom was like a

mother to me.”

Near the end of “Transforming the Beautiful Game”, Best tells us that “my
plan was to do big things, and I've done them.” I asked him about how he

achieved that level of confidence.

“If you want to get to anything in life, you got to work for it,” he said.
“Nobody’s going to give you nothing. You've got to work hard, and if you do
that, you can achieve great things. That’s what I want the young Black kids,

especially in my country, and your country, to look at and see.”

Best also advocates for mentors who help pass the torch to future

generations:



“All of us in life who have achieved good things, and done good things, we've
always had good mentors. Whether it be your parents, your coaches, or the
school teachers. You pay attention to them, and you’re going to go pretty far
in life. If you don’t, you could end up on hard times, and that’s something
that we don’t want to see happen. So we try to help as many as we can, and

make the world better place for everybody.”

(Tickets for Roxbury International Film Festival are available here:

https://www.roxfilmfest.com/films-and-events)

Odie Henderson is the Boston Globe's film critic.
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